
FROM THE CEO

 Dear ASO supporters, music lovers, people who took piano when young  
and have always wished they still played, former high school band or  
ASYO members, and anyone who is out for a night of fun and relaxation, 

I am so pleased to welcome you here today to hear your Arkansas Symphony 
Orchestra perform. This is an exciting season for ASO. I could spend this entire page 
talking about each of our goals for the year: looking for a new Music Director, growing  
our music education programs and amateur community orchestra, developing our 
organization’s Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion statement, and last, but certainly not least, 
raising the just under $1.35 million needed to unlock the Windgate Foundation Challenge 
match so we can break ground on the new ASO Stella Boyle Smith Music Center for 
generations of Arkansans to use.  

Rather than detail the steps we are taking to achieve those goals, I want to take  
this space to talk about what makes these goals important right now. 

ASO aspires to make the world a better place through music. We want to serve  
more Arkansans, be more relevant to more people, and be an inclusive and welcoming 
organization. Our purpose is to make the world a better place through music, and we do 
this steeped in our values: connectivity, continual learning, artistry, courage and agility. 
Years ago, ASO leaders concluded that we could not achieve our aspirations and truly 
serve Arkansas in our current headquarters. We rent space in the Diocese home in the 
Heights that is over 100 years old. Arkansans ages 4 to 104 used this space until walking  
up the stairs became impossible. Students take lessons in the storage room and in offices. 
Our physical headquarters do not support our purpose, aspirations, and music making.

On the cover of the program book this year, you see a rendering of what the  
ASO Stella Boyle Smith Music Center will look like. It will be located between Heifer 
International and the Clinton Presidential Library. ASO has an amazing opportunity  
to build a 20,000 square foot community music center for Arkansans ages 4 to 104 to  
make and enjoy music together. With this center, ASO will be more relevant to more 
people, be accessible to the students from the 33 communities across our state that 
participate in youth ensembles, have a broadcast studio to share concerts and music 
education programs throughout the state, and have more financial stability. We still have  
just under $1.35 million to raise to unlock the Windgate Foundation challenge grant and 
make the center a reality for our city and state. If you are interested in learning more about 
how you can help at this critical stage and/or sharing ideas for how to use the music center, 
please call or email me at CLittlejohn@ArkansasSymphony.org or 501-666-1761, ext. 115. 

Thank you for your participation. I hope you enjoy yourself and come back again  
and again. 

 Sincerely, 

 Christina Littlejohn, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
 ARKANSAS SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA





FROM THE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

To All, 

Welcome to the ’22-’23 season! I want to thank you for being at our performance, 
whether this is the first time hearing your Arkansas Symphony Orchestra, or if you 
are a seasoned symphony concertgoer. Congratulations on getting out to hear this 
incredible musical organization perform. 

Each concert this season will be a unique musical experience. With guest artists  
from Zuill Bailey to Heather Headley, we will show the true diversity and richness  
of the symphonic repertoire. Already, we have partnered with new friends and old  
to bring joy to you and your family and friends at Halloween and during the holiday 
season. We have never been more focused on making the ASO a welcoming and 
inclusive place to let the power of music lift your spirit. Be sure to check out all of our 
offerings on the Masterworks, Pops, River Rhapsodies series, and even free neigh-
borhood concerts and other popup events. The artistry of this orchestra will shine  
at each concert, with relevant and exciting musical selections chosen in every style.

Meanwhile, the work of our top-f light music educators continues apace. The 
leadership of this organization have long hoped to find a physical space that could 
contain our wide breadth of education programs: three youth orchestras, an adult 
community orchestra, beginner group classes, hundreds of weekly private lessons, 
advanced masterclasses with guest artists, student recitals, recording projects, 
lectures, and more. We are thrilled to be on the cusp of beginning construction  
of the ASO Stella Boyle Smith Music Center, which will house these activities  
in a modern, inspiring, safe, and inviting new facility. And as it always has been,  
cost is never a barrier for students to access these programs — through generous 
scholarship support made possible by patrons like you. 

Thank you again for being part of our journey. I hope to see you many times  
this year! 

 Sincerely, 

 Geoffrey Robson, ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
 ARKANSAS SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA





PROGRAM

Saturday, February 25, 2023 • 7:30 PM Sunday, February 26, 2023 • 3 PM 
Robinson Performance Hall Little Rock, Arkansas

S T E L L A  B O Y L E  S M I T H  M A S T E R W O R K S  S E R I E S

Rachmaninoff’s Paganini 
Variations for Piano

Andrew Crust, conductor
George Li, piano

 MARGARET BONDS The Montgomery Variations (1964)  24’
 (1913-1972)  I. Decision: Andante deciso 
   II. Prayer meeting: Religioso 
   III. March 
   IV. Dawn in Dixie 
   V. One Sunday in the South 
   VI. Lament 
   VII. Benediction

 SERGEI RACHMANINOFF Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini,   22’ 
 (1873-1943) Op. 43  
   Introductione: Allegro vivace 
   Var. I – Tema – Var. II-XXIV 
   George Li, piano  

I N T E R M I S S I O N

 WILLIAM GRANT STILL Symphony No. 1   23’ 
 (1895-1978) (Afro-American Symphony)  
   I. Moderato assai 
   II. Adagio 
   III. Animato 
   IV. Lento, con risolutione –  
    Vivace – Maestoso 

PLEASE SILENCE ALL ELECTRONIC DEVICES. THANK YOU.
Use of  cameras and recording equipment is not permitted in the concert hall.

The Arkansas Symphony Orchestra is supported in part by a grant from the  
Arkansas Arts Council, an agency of the Department of Arkansas Heritage.



ORCHESTRA

Rachmaninoff’s Paganini Variations for Piano
ANDREW CRUST, Conductor, Pamela Diane Stephens Conductor’s Chair
GEORGE LI,  Piano

*ASO-UALR Partnership Faculty   † Member, Quapaw Quartet   ‡ Member, Rockefeller Quartet

VIOLIN
Andrew Irvin 
Concertmaster

Dora Paley Ronnel 
Concertmaster’s Chair

Kiril Laskarov  
Concertmaster
Katherine Williamson
Assistant Concertmaster

*†Meredith Maddox Hicks
Principal Second Violin

Eric M. Hayward 
Memorial Chair

Edward Barnes
‡Linnaea Brophy
 Rachel Bundy
†Charlotte Crosmer
Leanne Day-Simpson

‡Trisha McGovern Freeney
Karen Jarboe
Tom McDonald
Juan Mario Moreno
Abraham Martinez
Geronimo Oyenard
Magdalena Ryszkowski
Dan Santelices
Soyeon Rachel Seo
Algimantas Staskevicius
Nelio Zamorano

VIOLA
‡Katherine Reynolds
Principal

Dr. Howard & Celia 
Barnhard Chair

Joe Joyner
Tatiana Kotcherguina

†Timothy MacDuff
Julian Pranata
Beth Robison
Borys Smolaga
Amanda Wilton

CELLO
David Gerstein
Principal

Linda Garner Riggs Chair
†Chava Appiah
Casey Buck
Stephen Feldman
Rafael León
Alexander Seman
Kristin Smith

‡Jacob Wunsch

BASS
Justin Cheesman
Principal
Ian Collins
Ian Grems
Chris Leverenz
Sara Neilson

FLUTE
Carolyn Brown
Principal
Adriana Manzano
Gabriel Vega

ALTO FLUTE & PICCOLO
Gabriel Vega

OBOE
Leanna Renfro
Principal

Rachel Fuller 
Memorial Chair

Lorraine Duso Kitts

ENGLISH HORN
Beth Wheeler
Principal

CLARINET
Karla Fournier
Erin Cameron
Mason Sangster
Lyle Wong

BASS CLARINET
Lyle Wong

BASSOON
Susan Bell León
Principal
Marissa Takaki

CONTRABASSOON
Jake Fowler

HORN
David Renfro
Principal
Robin Dauer
Brent Shires
Tyler Bjerke
Evan Mino

TRUMPET
Chris Wilson
Nairam Simoes

George Worthen 
Memorial Chair

Carl Mason

TROMBONE
Michael Underwood
Principal

William “Bill” Vickery, Jr. 
Memorial Chair

Bruce Faske
David Carter

TUBA
Ed Owen
Principal

Greer & Barnett Grace 
Chair in memory 
of Gov. Frank White

TIMPANI
Rick Dimond
Principal

Arkansas Symphony 
Orchestra Guild Chair

PERCUSSION
Erick Saoud
Justin Bunting
Ryan Lewis
Fernando Valencia

HARP
Alisa Coffey
Principal

CELESTE
Carl Anthony
Principal

TENOR BANJO
Matt Stone



ARTISTS

GEOFFREY ROBSON, Artistic Director
Geoffrey Robson has emerged as a force of artistic leadership 
throughout the U.S. and the state of Arkansas. In 2017, he  
was awarded the Respighi Prize in Conducting by the Chamber 
Orchestra of New York. He currently serves as Artistic Director 
and is the principal conductor of the Arkansas Symphony 
Orchestra.

His dynamic leadership of the ASO during the  
COVID-19 pandemic resulted in state-wide and national 

visibility for the organization. By overseeing an aggressive shift to virtual offerings  
of performances and educational content, Robson helped ensure the ASO’s continued 
success and full employment of all musicians and staff.

The orchestra’s online Bedtime with Bach series received nationwide acclaim and  
was featured by the Washington Post and the Kelly Clarkson Show. During his tenure  
in Arkansas, he has conducted critically acclaimed and sold-out masterworks, pops, 
chamber, and educational concerts throughout the state.

He frequently collaborates with organizations in the community, such as Ballet 
Arkansas, Arkansas Children’s Theater, Opera in the Rock, the Chamber Music Society  
of Little Rock, and many local choral groups. He served on the faculty of Hendrix College 
from 2018-2021. In 2013-2014 he served as Visiting Assistant Professor of Music at  
the University of Central Arkansas and conducted the Conway Symphony Orchestra.

Robson serves as Artistic Director of the Faulkner Chamber Music Festival, a 
summer concert series and 10-day intensive chamber music camp that provides a unique 
immersive experience to music students in central Arkansas in the art of playing chamber 
music.

He has worked with renowned artists such as Gil Shaham, Midori, Rachel Barton 
Pine, Vadym Kholodenko, Alexander Markov, Mandy Gonzalez, Calvin Lee, and the 
Beach Boys. He regularly brings emerging world-class talent to Little Rock to entertain 
audiences and educate and inspire young musicians.

A champion of new music, he collaborates with and explores the music of renowned 
living composers. In 2016, he conducted the premiere of James Stephenson’s Concerto for 
Hope with celebrated trumpeter Ryan Anthony and the San Juan (Colorado) Symphony. 
Recently, he conducted the premiere of Into the Beautiful North, by Joe Brent, performed  
by the trio 9 Horses. He has promoted works by composers with Arkansas connections, 
such as Jeremy Crosmer and Karen Griebling.

Robson is also an orchestral arranger, and his works have been featured in the 
Arkansas Symphony Orchestra’s pops series concerts on numerous occasions. Addi-
tionally, he writes string arrangements for recording artists to assist them in achieving 
their musical goals in the studio. He also writes and produces At the Symphony, a concert  
preview radio series on KLRE Classical 90.5 in Little Rock.

As a violinist, he frequently performs on the Arkansas Symphony Orchestra’s 
popular River Rhapsodies chamber music series, often sharing the stage with principal 

c o n t i n u e d  n e x t  p a g e



orchestra members. While in graduate school, he served as concertmaster of the 
Connecticut Virtuosi Chamber Orchestra and assistant concertmaster of the Waterbury 
Symphony. Recognized for his skill and versatility as a violinist and fiddle player, he is 
increasingly sought after as a studio musician.

Robson studied orchestral conducting at the Mannes College of Music in New York 
City under the tutelage of David Hayes and holds violin performance degrees from Yale 
University and the Michigan State University Honors College. Primary violin teachers 
include Erick Friedman, Dmitri Berlinsky, and I-fu Wang.

He studied conducting at Yale University with Lawrence Leighton Smith, Edward 
Cumming, and Shinik Hahm. Other notable teachers include Leon Gregorian, John 
Farrer, Neil Thomson, and Larry Rachleff.

ANDREW CRUST, Conductor
Andrew Crust has developed a versatile international career 
as a conductor of orchestral, opera, ballet, and pops programs. 
In his third season as Music Director of the Lima Symphony, 
Andrew programs and conducts the Grand Classics, Pops,  
and Educational series and has led collaborations with soloists 
such as Amit Peled, Awadagin Pratt, and Laquita Mitchell. 

In the current and upcoming seasons Andrew will debut 
with the Arkansas, Elgin, Rockford, and Vermont Symphonies 
as Music Director finalist with soloists such as Tracy Silverman, 

Stella Chen, Shannon Lee, George Li, and Wei Luo, and with the San Diego Symphony, 
Calgary Philharmonic, Billings Symphony, and Sewannee Summer Music Festival as  
a guest conductor. Andrew will also lead performances of Le nozze di Figaro in multiple 
cities across Spain in 2023. Other recent engagements include performances with the 
Winnipeg Symphony, Memphis Symphony, Hartford Symphony, Bozeman Symphony, 
and l’Orchestre de la Francophonie in Québec.

Andrew is a 2020 winner of the Solti Foundation US Career Assistance Award. In 
2021 he was awarded “Premio a la Proyección” at the Llíria City of Music International 
Conducting Competition. In 2017 he was awarded first prize at the Accademia Chigiana 
by Daniele Gatti, receiving a scholarship and an invitation to guest conduct the 
Orchestra di Sanremo in Italy. He was a semi-finalist for the Nestlé/Salzburg Festival’s 
Young Conductors Award competition, and was selected by members of the Vienna 
Philharmonic as a winner of the Ansbacher Fellowship, with full access to all rehearsals 
and performances of the Salzburg Festival. 

Andrew is equally at ease in the pit, having conducted ballet with Ballet Memphis 
and the New Ballet Ensemble, and opera with Opera McGill, College Light Opera 
Company, Boulder Opera Company, and others. As a Pops conductor, Andrew has 
collaborated with such artists as Rufus Wainwright, Steven Page, Michael Bolton, 
Cirque de la Symphonie, and the United States Jazz Ambassadors. Andrew has also 
established himself as a conductor of films with orchestra. 

A R T I S T S  c o n t i n u e d



Andrew served as the Associate Conductor of the Vancouver Symphony in Canada 
from 2019-2022, where he conducted a wide variety of programs with the VSO each 
season, and made dozens of recordings released on theconcerthall.ca. Andrew served  
as Assistant Conductor of the Memphis Symphony Orchestra from 2017-2019 where  
he conducted around forty concerts each season. Andrew also served as Conductor  
of the Memphis Youth Symphony Program. As the Assistant Conductor of the Portland 
Symphony Orchestra in Maine from 2016-2018, he conducted a variety of concert  
series, helped coordinate the orchestra’s extensive educational programs, and helped  
lead a program for concertgoers under 40 called “Symphony and Spirits”.

Andrew was the Assistant Conductor of the National Youth Orchestra of the USA 
(NYO-USA) in the summers of 2017 and 2018, assisting Michael Tilson Thomas on  
an Asian tour, as well as Giancarlo Guerrero, Marin Alsop, and James Ross at Carnegie 
Hall and in a side-by-side performance with the Philadelphia Orchestra. He has also 
served as Cover Conductor of the Kansas City Symphony, San Diego Symphony, and 
Nashville Symphony, Assistant/Cover Conductor of the Boulder Philharmonic and 
Assistant Conductor of Opera McGill.

Abroad, he has led concerts with the Orchestra Giovanile Italiana in Italy, 
Hamburger Symphoniker at the Mendelssohn Festival in Germany, the Moravian 
Philharmonic in the Czech Republic, and the Orquesta Sinfónica de Chile in Santiago.

As an arranger/orchestrator, Andrew is currently working with Schirmer to make 
orchestrations of a set of Florence Price’s art songs, and has orchestrated works by  
Alma Mahler and Prokofiev, as well as many pops and educational selections. 

Andrew is dedicated to exploring new ways of bringing the classical music 
experience into the 21st century through innovative programming and marketing, 
creating community-oriented and socially-sensitive concert experiences, and utilizing 
social media and unique venues. Andrew is a firm believer in meaningful music 
education, having produced and written a number of original educational programs  
with orchestras.

GEORGE LI, Piano
Praised by The Washington Post for combining “staggering tech-
nical prowess, a sense of command, and depth of expression,” 
pianist George Li possesses brilliant virtuosity  
and effortless grace far beyond his years. Since winning  
the Silver Medal at the 2015 International Tchaikovsky 
Competition and being named the recipient of the 2016  
Avery Fisher Career Grant, Li has rapidly established a major 
international reputation as he performs regularly with some  
of the world’s leading orchestras and conductors, such as 
Gustavo Dudamel, James Gaffigan, Valery Gergiev, Gustavo 

Gimeno, Manfred Honeck, Andrés Orozco-Estrada, Kirill Petrenko, David Robertson, 
Leonard Slatkin, Yuri Temirkanov, Vladimir Spivakov, Michael Tilson Thomas, Long 
Yu, and Xian Zhang.

Highlights of the 2021-22 season include orchestral engagements with the Nashville, 
San Diego, New World, North Carolina, Pacific, and Valencia Symphonies, as well  
as the National Philharmonic Orchestra of Russia. In addition, Mr. Li will perform 

c o n t i n u e d  n e x t  p a g e



recitals presented by the Chicago Symphony, University of Washington in Seattle, The 
Cliburn Foundation in Ft. Worth, Emory University in Atlanta, and Stuttgart Konzert  
in Germany.

Recent concerto highlights include performances with the Los Angeles, New  
York, London, Rotterdam, Oslo, St. Petersburg, and Buffalo Philharmonics; the San 
Francisco, Tokyo, Frankfurt Radio, Sydney, Montreal, Baltimore, Utah, and Pittsburgh 
Symphonies; as well as the Philharmonia, DSO Berlin, and Orchestra National de Lyon.  
His eight-concert tour of Germany with the Moscow Philharmonic Orchestra included 
performances at the Berlin Philharmonie, Philharmonie am Gasteig Munich, and the 
Stuttgart Liederhalle. Mr. Li frequently appears with Valery Gergiev and the Mariinsky 
Orchestra, including performances at the Paris Philharmonie, Luxembourg Philharmonie, 
New York’s Brooklyn Academy of Music, Verbier Festival, Grafenegg Festival, and  
in various venues, such as the Mariinsky Concert Hall, and others throughout Russia.  
Li has also performed with major Chinese orchestras, such as the NCPA, China 
Philharmonia, and Shanghai and Guangzhou Symphony Orchestras, under the baton  
of Long Yu and Xian Zhang.

In recital, Li performs at venues including Carnegie Hall, Davies Hall in San 
Francisco, the Mariinsky Theatre, Elbphilharmonie, Munich’s Gasteig, the Louvre, 
Seoul Arts Center, Tokyo’s Asahi Hall and Musashino Hall, NCPA Beijing, Shanghai 
Poly Theater, and Amici della Musica Firenze, as well as appearances at major festivals 
including the Edinburgh International Festival, Verbier Festival, Ravinia Festival, Vail 
Festival, Seattle Music Festival, La Jolla Festival, Festival de Pâques in Aix-en-Provence 
Festival, Colmar Festival, and Montreux Festival.

An active chamber musician, Li has performed alongside Benjamin Beilman, Noah 
Bendix-Balgley, James Ehnes, Daniel Hope, Pinchas Zukerman, Amanda Forsythe,  
Sheku Kanneh-Mason, Kian Soltani, Pablo Ferrandez, and Daniel Lozakovich.

George Li gave his first public performance at Boston’s Steinert Hall at the age  
of 10. In 2011, he performed for President Obama at the White House in an evening 
honoring German Chancellor Angela Merkel. Among George Li’s many prizes and 
awards, he was the First Prize winner of the 2010 Young Concert Artists International 
Auditions, the inaugural Thomas and Evon Cooper International Competition, and  
the Grand Prix Animato, as well as a recipient of the 2012 Gilmore Young Artist Award 
and the 2018 Arthur Waser Prize.

George is an exclusive Warner Classics recording artist. His debut album, “Live  
at Mariinsky,” which was recorded live at the Mariinsky Concert Hall, won an Opus 
Klassik award for Soloist Recording of the Year in 2018. His second recording for  
the label features Liszt solo works and Tchaikovsky’s Piano Concerto No. 1, which  
was recorded live with Vasily Petrenko and the London Philharmonic, and released  
in October 2019.

George began his piano studies at age 4 with Dorothy Shi, before continuing  
with Wha Kyung Byun at New England Conservatory beginning at age 12. In 2019,  
he completed the Harvard/New England Conservatory dual degree program, with a 
Bachelor’s degree in English Literature and a Master’s degree in Music. He is currently 
pursuing an Artist Diploma at the New England Conservatory. When not playing  
piano, George is an avid reader and photographer, as well as a sports fanatic.

A R T I S T S  c o n t i n u e d



arsymphonyguild.org

April 22, 23, 29, 30

SCAN HERE

GET YOUR
TICKETS

NOW!

The Arkansas Symphony Orchestra Guild presents

The mission of the ASO Guild is to support your Arkansas Symphony Orchestra. The money raised by participation in 
Symphony of Homes will go to the ASO for music education programs such as the Sturgis Music Academy, the ASO Youth 
Orchestra, and the Children’s Concert, as well other needs.

PRELUDE PARTY APRIL 21

This spring, the doors of some of the most beautiful 
residences in Little Rock will open to you and your 
friends for the ASO Guild’s Symphony of Homes 
Tour. You will experience the expert craftmanship of 
well-known builders and the creativity and magic of 
noted designers in settings that will inspire you. 

The tour will run for two April weekends, allowing ticket holders to tour all 
homes in one weekend or choose a few each weekend. A tour map will be 
provided. At each residence, there will be docents to assist you and to 
answer your questions. Our Prelude party will kick off the fun on April 21. 
It’s the start of something wonderful!

SYMPHONY OF HOMES 

Don’t
miss!



PROGRAM NOTES

Montgomery Variations / MARGARET BONDS
b. Chicago, Illinois, USA / March 3, 1913; d. Los Angeles, California, USA / April 27, 1972

Bonds was one of the first Afro-American female composers to earn a significant 
reputation. She created original works such as the one you will hear at this concert, but 
she is best known for her many arrangements of traditional Afro-American spirituals, 
including such familiar songs as He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands. Her father was  
a doctor who was an active force in the civil rights movement, and her mother was a 
church musician. Her home was the scene of much discussion and music-making. She 
displayed an interest in composition at an early age. She earned her Bachelor and Master 
degrees at Northwest University, with difficulty due to the widespread racism of the day. 
She continued her studies at the prestigious Julliard School in New York. 

After graduation, she launched into a busy career of teaching and performing. In 
1933, she appeared as soloist with the Chicago Symphony Orchestra in the piano concerto 
by her friend and fellow Afro-American composer, Florence Price. Thus she became  
the first Afro-American to perform with that ensemble. She relocated to New York in 
1939, and from then on played a significant role in advancing the careers of other Afro-
American performers and composers, in addition to creating works of her own. 

In 1964, she composed Montgomery Variations for orchestra, a set of seven warm-
hearted and expertly orchestrated variations on the spiritual I Want Jesus to Walk with  
Me. She stated that her variations centered on Southern Afro-Americans’ decision  
to no longer accept the segregationist policies of the Jim Crow South, focusing on  
the Montgomery Bus Boycotts and the 1963 bombing of the Sixteenth Street Baptist 
Church in Birmingham. She dedicated the work to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. After 
receiving just a handful of performances over the years, became more accessible once  
it was published for the first time in 2020. 

Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini, Op. 43 / SERGEI RACHMANINOFF
b. Oneg, Russia / March 20, 1873; d. Beverly Hills, California, USA / March 28, 1943

After Rachmaninoff’s Piano Concerto No. 4 drew a frosty reception, he determined  
to make his next (and as it turned out, final) work for piano and orchestra more 
approachable. As other composers have done (including Liszt, Schumann, Brahms, 
Blacher, Lutoslawski, and Lloyd Webber), he turned for inspiration to the last of Italian 
violin virtuoso Niccolò Paganini’s twenty-four Caprices for solo violin. 

Rachmaninoff composed Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini — a set of two dozen 
variations on Caprice No. 24 — in a fever of inspiration in July and August, 1934 at his 
summer residence, a villa on Lake Lucerne in Switzerland. The premiere took place in 
Baltimore on November 7, with the composer as piano soloist and Leopold Stokowski 
conducting the Philadelphia Orchestra. It won a huge success, by far the greatest  
enjoyed by any of his latter-day works. It quickly entered the repertoire of virtually  
every major pianist. 



c o n t i n u e d  n e x t  p a g e

It begins playfully, presenting not the theme itself but the first variation. Aptly, it is 
the violins that perform Paganini’s catchy tune. In the seventh variation, Rachmaninoff 
introduces the Dies irae (Day of Wrath). This sombre theme, drawn from the medieval 
plainchant Mass for the Dead, portrays the fearsome day of final judgment. Berlioz had 
used it in the nightmarish finale of Symphonie fantastique and  
Liszt as the basis of his Totentanz (Dance of Death). Rachmaninoff, for reasons he never 
explained, quoted it not only here, but in numerous works composed throughout  
his career.

The rhapsody’s emotional climax arrives in the eighteenth variation. It is a lyrical, 
ultimately fervent outpouring of emotion, ingeniously based on a simple inversion of  
the beginning of Paganini’s theme. Accurately predicting that audiences would love it, 
Rachmaninoff quipped that he had created it “for my manager.” Across the remaining 
six variations, Rachmaninoff builds wave upon wave of increasing excitement, crowned  
by a thunderous statement of the Dies irae in the brass. But it is the soloist who has  
the final word, banishing the storm of sound and fury with a sardonic quip from 
Paganini’s ghost.

Symphony No. 1, “Afro-American” / WILLIAM GRANT STILL
b. Woodville, Mississippi, USA / May 11, 1895; d. Los Angeles, California, USA / December 3, 1978

Still became the first Afro-American composer to have a symphony performed  
by a major orchestra when the Rochester Philharmonic Orchestra gave the premiere  
of his first symphony in 1931. Still was also the first Afro-American to have an opera 
produced by a major company (Troubled Island, New York City Opera, 1949); and  
the first to receive commissions and performances from top-level American orchestras, 
including New York, Philadelphia, and Cleveland. 

He began his musical activities by conducting and arranging for band and string 
quartet at Wilberforce College in Ohio. After leaving that school in 1915, he earned  
a living playing in jazz bands and writing arrangements for them. He continued his 
formal studies at Oberlin College, then moved to New York in 1919 at the invitation  
of celebrated band leader, W.C. Handy. 

He worked freelance as an arranger for Broadway shows and popular music artists, 
and played oboe in theatre pit bands. All the while he continued to build a reputation  
for his original concert works, and continued his education with noted composers such  
as the conservative American George Chadwick, and the avant-garde Frenchman 
Edgard Varèse. In 1934, he moved to Los Angeles, where he devoted himself primarily 
to composing concert and theatre works. Over the years, his catalogue came to include 
eight operas, five symphonies, ballets, concert suites, incidental music for plays, choral 
music, and songs. 

He composed Symphony No. 1 in 1930, riding a wave of Afro-American cultural 
awareness that had begun during the previous decade. He and other Afro-American 
composers incorporated such important elements of their cultural heritage as spirituals, 
blues, and characteristic dance music into their concert and theatre works. 



Still himself wrote of this symphony, “Like so many works which are important  
to their creators, the Afro-American Symphony was forming over a period of years. 
Themes were occurring to me, were duly noted, and an overall form was slowly  
growing. I knew I wanted to write a symphony; I knew that it had to be an American 
work; and I wanted to demonstrate how the blues, so often considered a lowly expression, 
could be elevated to the highest musical level.” 

The Afro-American Symphony is laid out in the four-movement plan typical of a 
Classical or Romantic period symphony. Still gave each of the four movements a subtitle: 
Longings, Sorrows, Humor, and Aspirations. A theme that he composed in blues style  
is the main building block of the symphony, appearing in each movement.

The moderately-paced opening and closing panels of the first movement explore  
the highly expressive themes in all the colors of the orchestra. They frame a lively central 
episode. The second movement is a broken-hearted lament. Still follows it with a lively 
and cheerful dance movement to which the banjo lends its distinctive sound. The 
heartfelt and expansive first half of the finale is almost a prayer. Animation and 
joyfulness return to the music, driving it forward to an uplifting conclusion. 
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SPECIAL THANKS

LEGACY GIVING
The Arkansas Symphony would like to thank the  

following donors who have made a lasting commitment  
to great symphonic music and music education in  

Arkansas through their gifts to the Arkansas Symphony  
Orchestra through their estates. 

Dr. Howard Barnhard
W.C. Barrier

Robert D. Cabe 
Estate of Joan O. Chronister

Fred Darragh
Flo Deer

Dr. Mary Good
Janet T. Honeycutt

Ike Allen Laws, Jr.
Bruce L. McEntire 

H. Chapman McGaughy
Wm. L. “Dub” Moore

Nancy Pfeifer
Dr. Lamar Riggs

Linda Riggs
E. Lee Ronnel

* * *
SUSTAINABILITY  

FUND DONORS
Thank you for your support throughout the  

COVID-19 pandemic! Because of you, ASO is still here  
to serve Arkansas through the power of music!

Anonymous
Jan & Dr. Randal Hundley

Drs. Jeannette Lee & Philip Kenney
Mr. & Mrs. Charles H. Murphy III

Dr. & Mrs. Phillip Peters
Estate of Lamar Riggs

Roy & Christine Sturgis  
Charitable and Educational Trust

Windgate Foundation
Gus Vratsinas



SIMMONS BANK EDUCATION CHALLENGE

Thank you for supporting Opus Ball XXXVIII!  
Anonymous
Anonymous  
in honor of Jim Hudson
Cathy & Dr. Al Alexander
Nancy & Michael Alred
Dr. Teresita L. Angtuaco
Suzanne & Dr. Earl Babbie
Brenda & Bob Bailey
Brandon Baldwin
Debi Barnes
Karen Barnwell
Debbie & Rob Bass
Connie & Ed Bennett
Nate & Rachel Binkley
Connie & Dr. Bill Bloodworth
Melissa Bradley
Anne & Dr. John Broadwater  
in honor of Drew Jansen &  
James O. Martin
Dr. Carolyn Brown
Kathleen & Bobby Brown
David Bumpass & Katie Rude
Ross Burnett
John Burris & Katherine Vasilos
Mary Busby
James & Stacey Butts  
in memory of Mrs. Carolyn Pettus
Jeff & Stephanie Byers
Ken Carr
Suzanne Carter
Meredith & Graham Catlett
Kelly Causey
Ms. Tandy Cobb & Dr. James Willis
Drs. Denise Compton & Doug Owens
Cynthia L. Conger
Jeffrey & Sheena Cook  
in memory of Jim Hatch
Barry Coplin & Rev. Susan Payne
Jane & Pete Cornish
Lindsey & Isaiah Cosio
Mary Frances & Ralph Cotham
Molly & Glenn Crawshaw
Jimmy Crocker
Courtney & Amber Crouch
Nancy & Tom Crow
Dr. Dalton J. Dailey  
in honor of Jan Truett
Nichole M. Daprile
Cynthia & Nick Dawson
Leanne Day-Simpson
Girish Desai
Remmel Dickinson
Laura & Brandon Dorris
Carol & Byron Eiseman  
in memory of Florence Deer
Jennifer Ellis
Dr. & Mrs. Peter Emanuel
Terri & Chuck Erwin
Audrey & Donald Evans

Sherri Ewing  
in honor of Lydelle Morris
Julie Farrar
Melissa & Ryan Fisher
Greg & Sue Fosburgh
Linda & Chris Glover
Tricia Gotshall & Pete Simpson
Benjamin & Sadie Gregory
Matt Gregory
Sybil J. Hampton  
in honor of Barbara Burroughs
Tammera Harrelson
Laura & Jeff Hathaway  
in honor of Helen Hathaway
Fran Henderson & Mike Watts
Honaker Law
Glen Howie
James & Leigh Hudson
Catherine & Ron Hughes
Jan & Dr. Randal Hundley
Kacey Hunt
Mimi & Joe Hurst, Jr.
Susan & Asa Hutchinson
Sharri & Bill Jones
Lillian & Barry Jones  
in honor of Sarah & Lucy Shafer
Nancy & Richard Jorgensen
Kortnee Kalberer
Ruthe & Philip Kaplan
Rami & Raja Kassissieh
Mary Lowe Kennedy
Joanna Klett
Drs. Jeannette Lee & Philip Kenney
Robert & Kyndall Lercher
Ann Littlejohn
Christina Littlejohn
Evan & Leslie Marks
Christina & Brock Martin
Sandra McDonald
Molly McNulty  
in honor of Tricia & Dr. Loverd Peacock  
and Jan & Dr. Randal Hundley
Elizabeth Michael & Dan Roda
Mary & Mark Millsap
Drs. Roberta & Thomas Monson
Dr. & Mrs. Robert B. Moore
Susie & Charles Morgan
Dorothy Morris Leadership Fund
Elizabeth & Paul Nyhus  
in honor of Adam & Christopher Rule
Kristen O’Connell & Geoff Robson
Lynn & George O’Connor
Angi & Dr. Alex Orsini
Teresa & Dr. Patrick Osam  
in honor of Jan & Dr. Randal Hundley 
& the teachers of the Music Education 
programs
Lynn & Chris Parker
James C. Peacock
Tricia & Dr. Loverd Peacock

Dr. Phillip & Janice Peters
Cici & Ken Portie
Sylvia & Dr. Joe Potter
Anne & Mike Preston
Brian & Ginger Quinn  
in honor of Lou & Lenore Schickel
Debbie Ray
Mary Jane & Michael Rebick
Leanna & David Renfro
Kater Reynolds
Mandy Richardson
Ben & Allison Ridings
Colin Rockefeller
Lisenne Rockefeller  
in honor of Tricia Peacock
William & Caroline Rockefeller
Kirk Rodgers, Ph.D.
Dale G. Ronnel
Leslie Rutledge & Boyce Johnson  
in honor of Dr. Martha Rae Barnes
Tara Scarlett
Kari Schulz
Joanna & Robert Seibert
Stacy Sells & Timothy Gauger
Haeshin Shin & Jacob Wunsch
Steven W. Shirm, M.D.
Dr. Jeannette Shorey  
& Mr. Lindsay Thomas
Kay Shurgar
Simmons Bank
Carey & Marty Smith
Kristie & Bryan Smith  
in honor of K Smith Real Estate Institute
Alexandra & Hatim Smouni
Martha & Bob Snider
Betsy & Vic Snyder
Shawn & Kristi Solloway
Kevin Solomon
Nancy Spaulding
Richard & Dr. Judyth A. Swingen
Melissa & Martin Thoma
Samuel Thoma
Kelby Travis
Brett & Melissa Trelfa
Sam & Julie Velez
Gus Vratsinas
Karron & Geno Wages
Patricia & James Wallis
Frank Warren
Sarah Warren & Andrew Greenop
Justin & Lindsay White
Kirk Wilson  
in honor of Jane McGehee Wilson
Mr. & Mrs. Jeremiah Wood
Duane & Ann Wunsch
Chad Young
Craig & Melody Young
Dan Young
Wilma Yu



MUSICIAN SPONSORSHIP

Through their contributions to the ASO Annual Fund, the following donors 
support artist fees and expenses as Musician Sponsors. An exceptional 

orchestra is not possible without the support of the community — please  
join us in thanking these dedicated Symphony supporters.

Anonymous 
sponsoring Justin Cheesman
Drs. Lee Abel & Eleanor Kennedy 
sponsoring Meredith Maddox Hicks
Maureen & Rick Adkins 
sponsoring Lyle Wong
Elizabeth Andreoli & Joe Goellner 
sponsoring Kelly Johnson
Dr. Teresita L. Angtuaco 
sponsoring Katherine Williamson
Suzanne & Dr. Earl Babbie 
sponsoring Diane McVinney
Debi Barnes 
sponsoring Alisa Coffey
Phyllis & Michael Barrier 
sponsoring Brent Shires
Debbie & Rob Bass 
sponsoring Charlotte Crosmer
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Bennett, Jr. 
sponsoring Gabriel Vega
Susan & Nick Brown 
sponsoring Ross Ahlhorn
Lisa Brumley 
sponsoring Carolyn Brown
Meredith & Graham Catlett 
sponsoring Brent Shires
Kathleen & Jim Cargill 
sponsoring Madison Shake
Ms. Madison Stroth  
& Dr. Clif Christopher 
sponsoring Casey Buck,  
Karla Fournier, Drew Irvin
(Ret.) General &  
Mrs. Wesley K. Clark  
sponsoring Drew Irvin
Alan Cochran & Jose Vazquez 
sponsoring Leanne Day-Simpson
Drs. Denise Compton  
& Doug Owens 
sponsoring Drew Irvin
Cynthia L. Conger 
sponsoring Tom McDonald
Barry Coplin & Rev. Susan Payne 
sponsoring Tyler Bjerke
Jane & Pete Cornish 
sponsoring Rick Dimond
Mary Frances & Ralph Cotham 
sponsoring Robin Dauer
Jay Cranford 
sponsoring Jacob Wunsch
Courtney & Amber Crouch 
sponsoring Chava Appiah
Virginia Flynn & Dr. Joe Crow 
sponsoring Jacob Wunsch
Nancy & Tom Crow 
sponsoring David Renfro
Sandra & Matthew De Luca 
sponsoring Timothy MacDuff
Carol & Byron Eiseman 
sponsoring Ross Ahlhorn
Marion Fulk & Jeff Rosenzweig 
sponsoring Tatiana Kotcherguina

Brigita Gardner 
sponsoring Carolyn Brown
 Jim Gifford 
sponsoring Jordan Musgrave
David Gruenewald 
sponsoring David Renfro
Cheryl Harris 
sponsoring Trisha McGovern Freeney
Drs. Cynthia Ross &  
Martin Hauer-Jensen 
sponsoring Beth Wheeler
Lisa & Dr. John Hayes 
sponsoring Daniel Santelices
Kimberly Hillis  
& Dr. Jean Matchett 
sponsoring Magdalena Ryszkowski
Jan & Dr. Randal Hundley 
sponsoring Geoffrey Robson
Drs. Steve & Laura Hutchins 
sponsoring Leanna Renfro
Lynn Jessup 
sponsoring Chava Appiah
Kathy & Jim D. Johnson 
sponsoring Sara Neilson
Melrose & Larry Johnson 
sponsoring Magdalena Ryszkowski
Ruthe & Philip Kaplan 
sponsoring Leanna Renfro
Rhonda & Steve Keith 
sponsoring Jake Fowler
Julie & Christoph Keller III 
sponsoring Kater Reynolds
Drs. Jeannette Lee  
& Philip Kenney 
sponsoring Katherine Williamson
Mary & Dr. Dean Kumpuris 
sponsoring David Gerstein
Christi Lemery 
sponsoring Leanne Day-Simpson
Susan & Dr. James Marsh 
sponsoring Sandra McDonald
Julie & Lynn Marshall 
sponsoring Russell Thompson 
Dr. & Mrs. George K. Mitchell 
sponsoring Susan Bell León
Dr. & Mrs. Robert B. Moore 
sponsoring Carl Mason
Susie & Charles Morgan 
sponsoring David Renfro
Cindy & Charles Murphy III 
sponsoring Tom McDonald
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Nunnelly III 
sponsoring Michael Underwood
Lynn & Chris Parker 
sponsoring Rafael León
Tricia & Dr. Loverd Peacock 
sponsoring Jake Fowler
Dr. Phillip & Janice Peters 
sponsoring Alisa Coffey
Delia Prather 
sponsoring Marissa Takaki

Cindy & Dr. Herbert Price 
sponsoring Sara Neilson
Mrs. Joel Pugh 
sponsoring Russell Thompson
Rebsamen Fund 
sponsoring Katherine Williamson
Ariana Remmel 
sponsoring Timothy MacDuff
Stacy & Bob Roberts 
sponsoring Juan Moreno
Dale & Lee† Ronnel 
sponsoring Beth Wheeler
Denise & John Rowland 
sponsoring Erick Saoud
Joanna & Robert Seibert 
sponsoring Sandra McDonald
Steven W. Shirm, M.D. 
sponsoring Joe Joyner
Dr. Jeannette Shorey  
& Mr. Lindsay Thomas 
sponsoring Linnaea Brophy
Tricia Gotshall & Pete Simpson 
sponsoring Justin Cheesman
Ernie & Samantha Skyrme 
sponsoring Algis Staskevicius
Jawanda & LeMoyne Smith 
sponsoring Trisha McGovern Freeney
Nan & Dr. Art Squire 
sponsoring Carl Anthony
Stella Boyle Smith Trust 
sponsoring Kiril Laskarov  
& Erick Saoud
Elizabeth & Dr. Chris Stinnett 
sponsoring Drew Irvin
Richard & Dr. Judyth Swingen 
sponsoring Erick Saoud
Philip Trimble 
sponsoring Leanne Day-Simpson
Jan & Sam Trotter 
sponsoring Ed Owen
Gus Vratsinas 
sponsoring Rick Dimond
Patricia & James Wallis 
sponsoring Kiril Laskarov
Terri & Dr. Charlie Watkins, M.D. 
sponsoring Leanna Renfro
Beth & Dr. Dick Wheeler 
sponsoring Lorraine Duso Kitts
Chris White 
sponsoring Geoffrey Robson
Jill M. Pride Watson Wiesener 
Trust sponsoring Tyler Bjerke
Carolyn & John Witherspoon 
sponsoring Casey Buck
Emily & Jeremiah Wood 
sponsoring Madison Shake
Sherry Worthen 
sponsoring Kelly Johnson
Dan Young 
sponsoring Gabriel Vega

 
For more information about how you can sponsor a talented ASO musician,  

please contact David Renfro at (501) 666-1761, ext. 130.

†Deceased



ENDOWMENT SUPPORT

The Arkansas Symphony would like to thank the following donors  
who have made a lasting commitment to great symphonic music and music 

education in Arkansas through their gifts to the Arkansas Symphony 
Orchestra Foundation. The Arkansas Symphony Orchestra is now in its  
57th season, and these gifts to the ASO Foundation help ensure future 
generations can enjoy the artistic excellence and education programs  

of the orchestra for the next 50 seasons and beyond.

The Pamela Diane Stephens  
Conductor’s Chair 
Elizabeth Campbell & Witt Stephens, Jr.
The Concertmaster Chair 
Dora Paley Ronnel Concertmaster’s Chair 
The First Orion Pops Series 
Charles & Susie Morgan in honor  
of  the employees of  First Orion
The Principal Second Violin Chair 
in memory of  Eric M. Hayward
The Principal Viola Chair 
Dr. Howard & Celia Barnhard 
The Principal Cello Chair 
Linda Garner Riggs
The Principal Oboe Chair 
Dr. & Mrs. Charles L. Fuller  
in memory of  Rachel Fuller
The Principal Trombone Chair 
in memory of  William “Bill” Vickery, Jr.
The Principal Tuba Chair 
Greer & Barnett Grace  
in memory of  Gov. Frank White
The Violin Chair 
Dr. Fred Rebsamen in honor  
of  Raymond Rebsamen
The Second Trumpet Chair  
Sherry Worthen in memory of   
George Worthen
The Timpani Chair 
Arkansas Symphony Orchestra Guild
Masterworks Guest Pianist 
Anonymous in memory of  Lee Ronnel
The Karen & John Flake  
Youth Orchestra Scholarship 
Karen & John Flake
The Chamber Music  
Distinguished Artist Series 
Kay Kelley Arnold in memory  
of  Hon. Richard Sheppard Arnold
UAMS Concert Series 
Dr. Ruth M. Allen

Anonymous
Drs. Eleanor Kennedy  
& Lee Abel
Rosemary Arnold
Nan Selz &  
Chris Barrier
Sally & Dr. Jon Bates
Betty M. Brown
Madge W. Brown
Julie & Robert Cabe
Joan Chronister
Sandra &  
Robert Connor
Ms. Alice Dong
Lisa & Craig Douglass
Eiseman Foundation 
Terri & Chuck Erwin
Joyce & Jim Faulkner
Jackye & Curtis Finch
Kate & Bo Frazier
Marion Fulk
Brigita & Guy Gardner
Faith Anaya  
& Barry Goldberg
Ellen Gray
Drs. Betty &  
Charles Hathaway
Jo & Jim Hellmich
Carolyn Hodges
Janet T. Honeycutt Estate
Jan & Dr. Randal Hundley
Teri & David Itkin
Margaret & Drake Keith
Ike Allen Laws

Susan & Dr. James Marsh
Bruce McEntire Estate
Carolyn &  
George McLeod
WM. L. “Dub” Moore
The Murphy Foundation
Edith & David Parr
Dr. Rob Porter
Mildred Priddy
Rawn Family  
C.R. Unitrust
Rebsamen Insurance 
Foundation
Lamar Riggs
Linda Riggs
The Estate of  
E. Lee Ronnel
Dr. Jeannette Shorey  
& Mr. Lindsay Thomas
Eileen & Dr. Ricardo 
Sotomora
Martha & Sam Sowell
Nan & Dr. Art Squire
Mr. & Mrs. John Steuri
Alice & Philip Trimble
David Olin Tullis 
Irene & Gus Vratsinas
Beth & Dr. Richard  
P. Wheeler
Ted & Betty Williams 
Charitable Trust 
Mary & Jim Wohlleb
Mary F. Worthen
Sherry Worthen

The Mary Fletcher Worthen Endowed 
Conductor’s Chair – Youth Orchestra 
Family of  Mary Worthen
Youth Orchestra String Player Scholarships 
Harry Barnhard Endowment





Your Gifts Bring 
Music to Life!
There are many ways to support the music and education programs you 
love—the ASO welcomes you to give in the way that is right for you! 

GIVE BY CHECK OR CREDIT CARD
n Give online:  
 ArkansasSymphony.org/Support
n Mail a check:  
 P.O. Box 7328, Little Rock, AR 72217
n Give by phone:  
 501-666-1761, ext. 112 or 129

SUSTAIN THE MUSIC  
AS A MONTHLY DONOR
Your monthly gift of any size in support 
of the Arkansas Symphony Orchestra 
serves your community and shows your 
commitment to the sustainable future  
of the ASO.

HONORARY AND MEMORIAL GIFTS
The ASO welcomes gifts in celebration of 
family, friends and occasions, or in memory 
of loved ones. Gifts may be made to celebrate 
or remember any occasion or person.

EMPLOYER MATCHING GIFTS
Your gift can increase its impact with an 
employer match! Your employer’s match not 
only makes a difference to the ASO, it may 
also increase your donor level and benefits.

GIFTS OF STOCK
Your gift of stock is a simple process through 
your broker and supports the ASO while 
providing you tax benefits.

ENDOWMENT GIFTS
Giving to the Endowment of the Arkansas 
Symphony Orchestra helps ensure ASO’s 
long-term financial stability by helping fund 
annual operating costs, including musician 
salaries, administrative expenses, and 
education and outreach programs.

IRA CHARITABLE DISTRIBUTIONS
If you are 72 or older, a contribution to 
the ASO from your IRA is considered a 
Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD), 
and is a tax-efficient way to help satisfy  
your Required Minimum Distribution  
and support the music you love.

DONOR ADVISED FUND GRANTS
Recommending grants through a Donor 
Advised Fund is a tax-efficient way to 
support the non-profit organizations  
you care about, including the ASO.

LEGACY GIFTS
Planned gifts can be an advantageous way 
to support the ASO’s long-term financial 
stability and have a meaningful impact on 
future generations. Any gift may be made  
in honor of or in memory of a loved one,  
and extraordinary gifts may be recognized 
with naming opportunities.

VOLUNTEERING
Your Arkansas Symphony Orchestra  
per forms more than 60 concerts every  
year, reaching more than 165,000 
Arkansans every year. Dedicated  
volunteers help make this possible,  
including members of the ASO Guilds,  
and we would love for you to join the 
volunteer team!

FOR MORE  
INFORMATION,  
VISIT 
ArkansasSymphony.org/ 
support 

The Arkansas Symphony Orchestra is a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization: Federal Tax ID# 71-6059542.

The ASO does not provide tax or legal advice. Please consult with your tax and financial advisors on the 
implications of your charitable gifts and the benefits you may be eligible to receive.



Giving Highlight  
IRA Qualified Charitable Distributions

As you consider your charitable giving 
for the year, one way to support the 
Arkansas Symphony Orchestra is 
through your IRA. If you are 72 or older, 
a contribution from your IRA to the ASO 
can help satisfy your Required Minimum 
Distribution (RMD) for the year, bring you 
tax benefits, and support the music you love!

Simply inform your financial advisors or 
IRA custodian that you would like to donate 
from your IRA. They will issue a check 
directly to the ASO. ASO must receive this  
check by December 31 for it to count towards  
that calendar year’s tax return. You will need:
n Your donation amount
n Organization name:  
 The Arkansas Symphony Orchestra  
 Society, Inc. 
n ASO’s Federal Tax Identification  
 Number: 71-6059542
n ASO’s address: P.O. Box 7328,  
 Little Rock, AR 72217

Please notify the Development Team 
when you give from your IRA— 
we want to thank you for your gift!
n  EMAIL:  

Development@ArkansasSymphony.org  
n  PHONE:  

501-666-1761, ext. 129

Thank you for considering giving to 
the Arkansas Symphony Orchestra 
through your IRA!

n To count toward your yearly RMD,  
the funds must both transfer out of  
your IRA and be received by the ASO 
no later than December 31. Initiate  
the process earlier.

n Funds must be transferred directly  
to the Arkansas Symphony Orchestra 
from your IRA.

n To be eligible as a Qualified Charitable 
Distribution (QCD), the distribution 
must meet normal IRS requirements 
for 100% deductible charitable 
contributions. The distribution must 
otherwise be taxable if it were not made 
as a QCD.

n Refer to IRS Publication 580-B for  
full information.

Your tax advisor can help you assess 
whether a Qualified Charitable 
Distribution is the right giving choice  
for your tax situation.

FOR MORE  
INFORMATION,  
VISIT 
ArkansasSymphony.org/ 
support 

The Arkansas Symphony Orchestra is a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization: Federal Tax ID# 71-6059542.

The ASO does not provide tax or legal advice. Please consult with your tax advisor on the tax implications of your 
charitable gifts and the benefits you may be eligible to receive.



FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT ArkansasSymphony.org/crescendo



FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT ArkansasSymphony.org/crescendo



The ASO would like to thank and recognize  
these leaders for their support in making  

the ASO Stella Boyle Smith Music Center  
a reality for our community.

* * *
Thanks to the generosity of a $1.5 million 

challenge grant from the Windgate Foundation, 
your gift will be matched $1 for every $2 given. 

To join in supporting the new ASO Stella Boyle 
Smith Music Center, please make a  

donation at arkansassymphony.org/crescendo  
or for more information contact David Renfro  

at drenfro@arkansassymphony.org.

Drs. Lee Abel &  
Eleanor Kennedy
Maureen & Rick Adkins
Ross Ahlhorn & Brianne Little
Elizabeth Andreoli  
& Joe Goellner
Dr. Teresita L. Angtuaco
Anonymous (10)
Carl Anthony
Chava Appiah
Arkansas Blue Cross  
and Blue Shield 
in honor of George K. Mitchell
Arvest Foundation
ASO Community Orchestra 
in honor of Dr. Victor Ellsworth
Suzanne & Dr. Earl Babbie
Bank OZK
Debi Barnes
Phyllis & Michael Barrier
Tyler Bjerke
Vance & Deitra Blackwell
Luana Bracy
Carolyn Brown
Susan & Nick Brown
Casey Buck
David Carter
Crata Castleberry &  
David McCullough
Meredith & Graham Catlett
Justin Cheesman
Ms. Madison Stroth  
& Dr. Clif Christopher
Drs. Denise Compton  
& Doug Owens
Cynthia L. Conger
Barry Coplin &  
Rev. Susan Payne
Jane & Pete Cornish
Mary Frances & Ralph Cotham
Patty & Don Crabbe
Cranford Co.
Charlotte Crosmer
Courtney & Amber Crouch
Nancy & Tom Crow
Robin Dauer
Walt Davis & Drew Irvin
Leanne Day-Simpson
Sandra & Matt De Luca
Emily Dixon
Sharon Downs 
in honor of Harriett Phillips
Patricia B. Duke
Lorraine Duso Kitts
Bob & Cynthia East

FUNDRAISING  
COMMITTEE
Brigita Gardner, chair
Nick Brown
Dr. Clif Christopher
Jay Cranford
Matthew De Luca
Jan Hundley
Richard Jorgensen
Christina Littlejohn
Julie Marshall
Mike Mayton
Harriett Phillips
David Renfro
Bob Roberts
Kari Schulz
Gus Vratsinas
Katherine Williamson

BUILDING  
OVERSIGHT  
COMMITTEE
John Rowland, chair
Nick Brown
Donald Evans
Jan Hundley
Dr. Laura Hutchins
Philip Kaplan
Christina Littlejohn
Julie Marshall
David Renfro
Geoffrey Robson
James Wallis
Jeremiah Wood



Carol & Byron Eiseman
Audrey & Donald Evans
Scott Faulkner 
in honor of Christina Littlejohn
Karen & John Flake
Dr. Beverly Foster  
& T. Martin Davis
Trisha Freeney
Karla Fournier &  
Michael Underwood 
Marion W. Fulk  
& Jeff Rosenzweig 
Cindy & Charlie Fuller
Brigita Gardner
David Gerstein
Jim Gifford
Jane Gillespie
Dr. Mary L. Good†
Ellen Gray†
Elizabeth Hall
Harrison Energy Partners
Donna Hayward
Heflin Family Foundation Trust
Fran Henderson & Mike Watts
Meredith Hicks
Kimberly Hillis &  
Dr. Jean Matchett
John & Robyn Horn Foundation
Hot Springs/Hot Springs  
Village Symphony Guild 
in honor of Suzanne Babbie,  
Suzanne Stofer, and Jeanne Ballard; 
and in memory of Sally Crawford
Jan & Dr. Randal Hundley
The Hussman Foundation
Darrell Jackson
Karen Jarboe
Richard & Nancy Jorgensen
Joe Joyner
Hee-Kyung Juhn
Ruthe & Philip Kaplan
Jim Kelly
Tatiana Kotcherguina
Mary & Dr. Dean Kumpuris
Ginny & Baker Kurrus 
in honor of Brigita Gardner  
& John Rowland
Kiril Laskarov 
Rafael & Susan Bell León
Jon Limbacher
Christina Littlejohn
Drs. Jeannette Lee  
& Philip Kenney
Pat & Joe Luzzi
Timothy MacDuff

Susan & Dr. James Marsh
Beth & Carl Mason
Sandra McDonald
Tom McDonald
H. Chapman McGaughy†
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas F. McLarty III
John McNee 
in memory of Dr. Richard Clark
Diane & Barry McVinney
Dr. & Mrs. George K. Mitchell
Dr. & Mrs. Robert B. Moore
Juan Mario Moreno
Susie & Charles Morgan
Cindy & Charles Murphy III
Peter & Pattie O’Connell
Dr. Phillip & Janice Peters
Harriett Phillips
Katherine & Stephen Planas
Julian Pranata
Mrs. Joel Pugh
David & Karen Reagler
Nancy F. Rector, M.D.
Leanna & David Renfro
Kater Reynolds
Dr. Lamar Riggs†
Riggs Benevolent Fund
Stacy & Bob Roberts
Lisenne Rockefeller
The Estate of E. Lee Ronnel†
Drs. Cynthia Ross &  
Martin Hauer-Jensen
Denise & John Rowland
Magdalena Ryszkowski
Daniel Santelices
Marge Schueck
Joanna & Robert Seibert
Brent Shires
Steven W. Shirm, M.D.
Dr. Jeannette Shorey  
& Mr. Lindsay Thomas
Shruthilaya Academy  
of Arkansas
Simmons Bank
Ginna & J.D. Simpson III
Martha & Bob Snider
Southwest Power Pool
Katherine Stanick
Algimantas Staskevicius
The State of Arkansas
Stella Boyle Smith Trust
Carol & Witt Stephens 
Charitable Foundation
Grace & John Steuri
Elizabeth & Dr. Chris Stinnett

Roy & Christine Sturgis 
Charitable and Educational 
Trust
Keith & Barbara Sugg
Sunderland Foundation
Richard & Dr. Judyth Swingen
Marissa Takaki
Patty & Len Tanner
Russell Thompson
Philip Trimble
Gabriel Vega
Gus Vratsinas
Patricia & James Wallis
WER Architects/Planners
Ross & Mary Whipple
Sandy & Mark White
Camille Williams
Katherine Williamson
Sherry Worthen
Jacob Wunsch

The ASO would also like to 
thank the tireless efforts of  
the following volunteers whose 
research and countless hours 
of work over many years led  
to both the recommendations 
to embark on this project  
and for the location of the 
new music center:
Capitol Advisors Group
Scott Copas
Nancy Crow
Terri Erwin
Donald Evans
Charlie Fuller
David Gerstein
Jan Hundley
Philip Kaplan
Dr. Philip Kenney
Cathy Mayton
Mike Mayton
Lee Ronnel†
John Rowland
Belinda Shults
Martin Thoma
Gus Vratsinas
Dr. Dick Wheeler

†Deceased donor



We appreciate the 
value of music.

Simmons Bank is proud to support the performing arts. 



PROGRAM

Saturday, March 11, 2023 • 7:30 PM Sunday, March 12, 2023 • 3 PM 
Robinson Performance Hall Little Rock, Arkansas

PLEASE SILENCE ALL ELECTRONIC DEVICES. THANK YOU.
Use of  cameras and recording equipment is not permitted in the concert hall.

The Arkansas Symphony Orchestra is supported in part by a grant from the  
Arkansas Arts Council, an agency of the Department of Arkansas Heritage.

F I R S T  O R I O N  P O P S  S E R I E S

I N  C O N C E R T

Geoffrey Robson, conductor
Music by John Williams

 JOHN WILLIAMS Jurassic Park – Act II  71’
 (b. 1932)  

I N T E R M I S S I O N

 WILLIAMS Jurassic Park – Act II  55’
   



A STEVEN SPIELBERG Film

SAM NEILL
LAURA DERN

JEFF GOLDBLUM
and

RICHARD ATTENBOROUGH

BOB PECK
MARTIN FERRERO

B.D. WONG
SAMUEL L. JACKSON

WAYNE KNIGHT
JOSEPH MAZZELLO
ARIANA RICHARDS

Live Action Dinosaurs STAN WINSTON
Full Motion Dinosaurs by DENNIS MUREN, A.S.C.

Dinosaur Supervisor PHIL TIPPETT
Special Dinosaur Effects MICHAEL LANTIERI

Music by JOHN WILLIAMS
Film Edited by MICHAEL KAHN, A.C.E.

Production Designer RICK CARTER
Director of Photography DEAN CUNDEY, A.S.C.

Based on the Novel by MICHAEL CRICHTON
Screenplay by MICHAEL CRICHTON and DAVID KOEPP

Produced by KATHLEEN KENNEDY and GERALD R. MOLEN
Directed by STEVEN SPIELBERG

A UNIVERSAL PICTURE

Tonight’s program is a presentation of the complete film Jurassic Park with a live performance of the  
film’s entire score, including music played by the orchestra during the end credits. Out of respect for the  
musicians and your fellow audience members, please remain seated until the conclusion of the credits.

© Universal City Studios LLC and Amblin Entertainment, Inc. All Rights Reserved.



PRODUC TION CREDITS

Jurassic Park in Concert is produced by Film Concerts Live!,  
a joint venture of IMG Artists, LLC and The Gorfaine/Schwartz Agency, Inc.

PRODUCERS: Steven A. Linder and Jamie Richardson 

DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS: Rob Stogsdill 

PRODUCTION MANAGER: Sophie Greaves

WORLDWIDE REPRESENTATION: IMG Artists, LLC 

TECHNICAL DIRECTOR: Mike Runice

MUSIC COMPOSED BY: John Williams

MUSIC PREPARATION: Jo Ann Kane Music Service 

FILM PREPARATION FOR CONCERT PERFORMANCE: Ramiro Belgardt

TECHNICAL CONSULTANT: Laura Gibson

SOUND REMIXING FOR CONCERT PERFORMANCE: Chace Audio by Deluxe

The score for Jurassic Park has been adapted for live concert performance.

WITH SPECIAL THANKS TO: Universal Pictures, Amblin 
Entertainment, Steven Spielberg, Kathleen Kennedy, John Williams, Kristin 
Stark, Michael Silver, Patrick Koors, Tammy Olsen, Lawrence Liu, Thomas 
Schroder, Tanya Perra, Chris Herzberger, Noah Bergman, Jason Jackowski, 

Shayne Mifsud, Darice Murphy, Mike Matessino, Mark Graham and the 
musicians and staff of the Arkansas Symphony Orchestra.

www.filmconcertslive.com

A NOTE FROM THE COMPOSER
In his highly successful book, Jurassic Park, author Michael Crichton enabled us to 

imagine what the return of the great vertebrates of 150 million years ago might be like.    
In his thrilling 1993 film adaptation, Steven Spielberg brought these fascinating and 
terrifying creatures to life, and in so doing captivated movie audiences around the world.  

I must say that I greatly enjoyed the challenge of trying to tell the film’s story 
musically. And while we can luxuriate this evening in the magnificent sound produced 
by the Arkansas Symphony Orchestra as they perform the entire score live to the picture, 
it’s nevertheless tempting to imagine what the trumpeting of these great beasts of the 
distant past might have been like…

I know I speak for everyone connected with the making of Jurassic Park in saying  
that we’re greatly honored by this event… and I hope that tonight’s audience will  
have some measure of the joy we experienced while making the film more than twenty  
years ago.

—John Williams
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JOHN WILLIAMS, Composer
In a career spanning more than six decades, John Williams has 
become one of America’s most accomplished and successful 
composers for film and the concert stage. He remains one  
of our nation’s most distinguished and contributive musical 
voices. He has composed the music for more than one hundred 
films, including all nine Star Wars films, the first three Harry 
Potter films, Schindler’s List, E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial, Jaws, 
Jurassic Park, Saving Private Ryan, Lincoln, Close Encounters of  
the Third Kind, Superman, and the Indiana Jones films. He served  
as music director of the Boston Pops Orchestra for fourteen 

seasons and remains their Laureate Conductor. He has composed numerous works  
for the concert stage including two symphonies and more than a dozen concertos 
commissioned by some of America’s most prominent orchestras. He has received five 
Academy Awards and fifty-three Oscar nominations, seven British Academy Awards, 
twenty-five Grammys, four Golden Globes, and five Emmys. His other honors include 
the Kennedy Center Honors, the National Medal of Arts, an honorary KBE from Queen 
Elizabeth II, the Life Achievement Award from the American Film Institute, Spain’s 
Princess of Asturias Award for the Arts, and the Gold Medal from the UK’s prestigious 
Royal Philharmonic Society.
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Lorraine Hannah

Robert G. Cress
Lorraine Hannah

Flo Deer
Anonymous
Peyton Bishop
Mr. George Davis
Carol & Byron Eiseman
Lorraine Hannah
Betsy & Cyril Hollingsworth
Ouida & George Keck
Margaret & Drake Keith
Dale & Lee† Ronnel
Martha N. Sowell
Gus Vratsinas

Anne Nowlin Elder
Paul & Rebecca Whitfield

Jan Ellsworth
Anonymous
Paula Swaim
Karla Fournier  
& Michael Underwood

Olga Elwood
Mrs. Frances Cranford
Maryann & Jack East III
William Elwood
Dale & Lee† Ronnel
Elaine & Isaac Scott
Katherine Stanick
Karla Fournier  
& Michael Underwood

Alan Goldman
Mr. Taylor Eubank
Cynthia A. Joe
Nancy & Richard Jorgensen
Rafael & Susan Bell Leon
Patricia M. Lile
Chip & Donna Massanelli
Elaine Moock
Karla Fournier  
& Michael Underwood

Ellen Gray
Phyllis & Michael Barrier
Scott Whiteley Carter
Dr. Beverly Foster  
& T. Martin Davis

Christina Littlejohn
Cathy & Mike Mayton
Gus Vratsinas

Theodore B. Hannah
Lorraine Hannah

Eugene “Kayo” Harris
Dana Cunningham

James Hatch
Rafael & Susan Bell León
Ruth & Jim Bell
Dr. Carolyn Brown
Mark & Ruthanne Brown
Marcia Anne Dornblaser
Jackye & Curtis Finch, Jr.
Gigi Franyo
Bruce Haggard
Mary Jane & Drew Hodges
Marla & Dennis Hunt
Nancy & Richard Jorgensen
Ouida & George Keck
Rebecca & Tom McDonald
Wray & Patti McKenzie
Debra Murphy
Karama Neal, PhD
Peter & Pattie O’Connell
Susan Reasons

Douglas & Karen Shadle
Mrs. Eileen & Dr. Ricardo 
Sotomora

Karla Fournier  
& Michael Underwood

Joe & Vicki Vick
Gus Vratsinas
Katherine Williamson
Larry T. Wilson

Eric Hayward
Karla Fournier  
& Michael Underwood

Joyce Hendricks
Robert & Alice Pfeiffer

Barbara A. Hensley
Sue Lopez
Holly M. Trantham

John C. Jarboe
Anonymous
John Brock
Dr. Carolyn Brown
Maria Jarboe Craig
Laura Elrod
Garland & Greenwood CPAs  
and Advisors, PLLC

Andrew H. Jobson
Joe Joyner
Karla Fournier  
& Michael Underwood

Mr. & Mrs. Joe Vick
Mr. Paul Young

Larry Jones
Laura & Brandon Dorris

Christopher Lawson
Ouida & George Keck

Charles N. Lemon
Carolyn & John Witherspoon

Bonnie Sallings Luck
Anonymous
Bowen Hefley Stewart 
Orthopedics

Christy Clark
L.J. & Erleen Sawyer
Vicky & Marco Urcuyo
Deborah White

H. Chapman “Chap” 
McGaughy
Mary & P.W. Whiteaker

Allan Meadors
The Crescent Hotel & Spa, Inc.
Dr. Beverly Foster  
& T. Martin Davis

Iris Borrok Oliva
Fran Henderson & Mike Watts

I N D I V I D U A L  S U P P O R T  c o n t i n u e d



William E. Paul
Deborah Martin

Joel Pugh
Lorraine Hannah

Lamar Riggs
Mary Allsopp
Helen Buchanan
Mrs. Frances Cranford
Mary Lou Cravens
Lorraine Hannah
Dr. & Mrs. Robert B. Moore
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Powell
Sue Powell
Marilyn Williams

Linda Garner Riggs
Lorraine Hannah

Lee Ronnel
Dr. Ruth Marie Allen
Janet Aronson
Dana & Scott Averbuch
Bank of America
Debbie & Rob Bass
Ruth & Jim Bell
Trish & Bob Birch
Anne E. Boyd
Lee & Robin Brown
Helen Buchanan
Mary Ann Carlisle
James & Michelle Carney
Scott Whiteley Carter
Centennial Bank
Honi & Neil Cohen
Jennifer & Randy Coleman
Cynthia L. Conger
Ralph & Mary Frances Cotham
Anne H. Crow
Elizabeth & Richard Davies
Dan & Jill DeHart
Dr. Jim Deer, Jr
Ashley Deutser & Joe Levin
Kathy Duncan
John & Gail Eyler
First Community Bank
Arnold & Mickey Fisher
Karen & John Flake
Shirley Ford
Dr. Beverly Foster  
& T. Martin Davis

Liz & Matt Furman 
Gerdau / Chaparral, 
Midlothian

Lynn & Scott Ghertner
Helen & Fred Harrison
Arthur & Jeannine Hart
Jim & Gay Hathaway
Howard & Barbara Hawes
Betty & Jerry Herron

Martha & J. French Hill
Betsy & Cyril Hollingsworth
Jan & Dr. Randal Hundley
Mimi M. & Joe B. Hurst
Jim & Sharon Hussey
ISRI Gulf Coast Chapter
Richard Jaffre
Charlie & Robin Johnson
Chris & Meredith Johnson
Sally Stockley Johnson
Bob & Emily Jones
Nancy & Richard Jorgensen
JSI Metal Recycling
Ruthe & Philip Kaplan
Ouida & George Keck
Mary Lowe Kennedy
Joanna Klett
Janet & Scott Korenblat
Peter & Trudy Kumpe
Dr. & Mrs. James F. Kyser
Janet Levine
Bobbye & Rabbi Gene Levy
Danny & Linda Linn
Christina Littlejohn
Longview Scrap & Metal
Robert & Anne McCarley
Jennifer & Mark McCarty
Ranell & Gregg McClellan
Kavanagh McCoy
Susan McCoy
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas F.  
McLarty III

Robert Melendi
Mike Metzler
Sandy L. Middleton-Marshall 
& John R. Marshall

Mary & Mark Millsap
Dr. & Mrs. George K. Mitchell
Bob & Norma Moore
Kathryn E. Moore
Bob Moses
Lynne G. Moses
James Nelson
Jon & Julie Newsum
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Nunnelly III
Dee & John L. Ostner
Ozark Steel Company
Herb & Becky Peach
Alice & Robert Pfeiffer
Nancy & Tad Phillips
Cynthia Pitts
Christy Priester
Senator & Mrs. David Pryor

Phil Purifoy & Tom Fennell
Quattlebaum, Grooms  
& Tull PLLC

Joanna Ridgway
Dana B. Ritchie
Ellen & Paul Schifman
Catherine & Scott Roberts
Vicki Roche
SDI & Omnisource Team
Gordon & Dana Silaski
Sue Sims
Harriet & Warren Stephens
Elizabeth & Dr. Chris Stinnett
Susan Strauss
Monte & Nelda Stuck
Carol Sullivan
Sunshine Recycling, Inc.
Lou & Melinda Tobian
Melissa & Martin Thoma
Sylvia & Frank Thomas
Thomas Engineering Company
Tracye & Larry Townley
Karla Fournier  
& Michael Underwood

Gus Vratsinas
Lawrence H. Williams 
Charitable Fund

Mark & Marsha Williams
Patti & James Womble

Walter Sedelow
Frances Cranford

William Farrar Sherman
Lorraine Hannah

Robert E. Spaulding
Nancy Spaulding

Michael Terry
Carolyn Y. Barnes

Irene Vratsinas
Lorraine Hannah
Gus Vratsinas

Susan & Joseph Welch
Lorraine Hannah

Shirley White
Martin & Melissa Thoma

George Worthen
Sherry Worthen

*Denotes Sustaining Donors of  the Arkansas Symphony Orchestra, contributing monthly to support music  
and music education across Arkansas. You can become a sustaining donor at ArkansasSymphony.org/donate.

†Deceased donor

Gifts made between 3/1/21 & 2/7/23. If  you have questions, 
please contact Sarah Dailey in the ASO Development office  
at (501) 666-1761, ext. 112 or sdailey@ArkansasSymphony.org.



CORPORATE & FOUNDATION

The ASO gratefully acknowledges the following  
corporations and foundations for their generous annual  

support, including gifts-in-kind and matching gifts.

Arkansas Blue Cross and 
Blue Shield

Arkansas Community 
Foundation

Arkansas Health & 
Wellness (Centene 
Corporation)

Bank of America
CWP
DoubleTree Hotel
Entergy Arkansas
League of American 

Orchestras
Marion and Miriam Rose 

Fund, Bank of America, 
N.A., Co-Trustee

Metal Recycling 
Corporation

New Music USA
Rebsamen Fund
The Methodist Foundation 

for Arkansas
Thoma Thoma

S I LV E R  $15,000+

Arkansas Arts Council
Arkansas-Democrat Gazette
Arkansas Symphony 
Orchestra Guild

National Endowment for 
the Arts

Stella Boyle Smith Trust

Roy & Christine Sturgis 
Charitable Trust, Bank 
of America, N.A., 
Trustee

P L AT I N U M  $50,000+

Arvest Foundation
Bailey Construction  

& Consulting LLC
Bass Family Charitable 

Foundation
Estate of Lamar Riggs
FORVIS, LLP
Friday, Eldredge & Clark
Heflin Youth Foundation

Hot Springs/Hot Springs 
Village Symphony Guild

Legacy Capital
McGriff Insurance 

Services
Mitchell, Williams, Selig, 

Gates & Woodyard, 
P.L.L.C.

Nabholz Construction
Raymond James 

Charitable Endowment 
Fund

The Reserve Hot Springs
UAMS Faculty Friends  

of the ASO
Jill M. Pride Watson 

Wiesener Trust

C R Y S TA L  $5,000+

Arvest Bank
Blue and You Foundation 

for a Healthier Arkansas 
Cranford Co.

Dillard’s, Inc.
First Orion
Mary Anna Chop 

Charitable Trust

Schickel Development
Schwab Charitable
Soirée
UAMS

B R O N Z E  $10,000+

Bank OZK
Fidelity Charitable  

Gift Fund
Saracen Casino Resort, 

Opus Ball After-Party 
Sponsor

Simmons Bank, Opus Ball 
Education Challenge Sponsor

Sissy’s Log Cabin, Opus 
Ball Live Auction Sponsor

Southern Glazer’s Wine  
& Spirits, Opus Ball 
Beverage Sponsor

Vratsinas Foundation
Windgate Foundation
Winrock Automotive

G O L D  $25,000+



Abuelo’s Mexican Restaurant
Adventureworks Hot Springs
Albemarle Foundation
AmazonSmile Foundation
Anonymous
Arkansas Cinema Society
Arkansas Film Commission
Arkansas Healing Arts 

Massage & Wellness
Arkansas Laser & Skin Care
Arkansas Neurodiagnostic 

Center, PA
Arkansas Repertory Theatre
Arkansas Travelers
Acxiom
Ballet Arkansas
Barefoot Yoga Studio
Bark Bar
Bark Box
Debi Barnes & David Hadidi
Ben E. Keith
Benevity
Bentonville Brewing 

Company
Bentonville Film Festival
Bike Rack Brewing
Blackbaud Giving Fund
Block Street Records
Botanica Gardens
Boulevard Bread Co.
Branson’s Famous  

Baldknobbers
Brown Foundation
Susan & Nick Brown
Bruno’s Little Italy
Buffalo Co.
Catherine Burton
Rebecca Carey
Carl Miller, Jr. Foundation
Joshua Carroll
Celebrity Attractions
Central Arkansas  

Chamber Winds
Chipotle Mexican Grill
Cobblestone and Vine
Coca-Cola Foundation 

Matching Gifts Program
Cocoon Yoga Lab
Colonial Wines & Spirits
Cynthia L. Conger
Copper Well Retreat
Crepes Paulette
Crystal Bridges Museum  

of American Art
CVS Health
Delta Dirt Distillery
Discovery Park of America
Dolly Parton’s Stampede
Dr. Suzanne Yee Cosmetic  

& Laser Surgery
Edward Jones Charitable  

Gift Fund

Elite Island Resorts
Episcopal Collegiate  

School Foundation
Euronet Worldwide
Evening Shade Inn
Florals of America
Garvan Woodland Gardens
Gearhead Outfitters
Good Earth Garden Center
The Graduate Hotel
Grand Shanghai Theatre
Hadidi Rug & Design Gallery
Harrison Energy Partners
Robert C. & Anne A. 

Hickman Foundation
Hideaway Pizza
Hillcrest Artisan Meats
Hillcrest Little Bakery
Hound’s Lounge
Hussman Family Foundation
India Blue Farm
James Hayes Art Glass 

Company
Jewish Community 

Foundation of Greater 
Kansas City

Ouida & George Keck
Kendra Scott Design
King’s Castle Theatre
Kip A. Moore Associates PA
Joanna Klett
Le Pops
Little Rock Athletic Club
Little Rock Climbing Center
Little Rock Racquet Club
Little Rock Rangers
Little Rock Violin Shop
L’Oreal
Longwood Gardens
LPL Financial
Magic Springs Theme  

and Water Park
Marina Lifestyle Medicine
Markham & Fitz Chocolate
Walter May
Meld Kitchen
Meta Payments 
Microplane
Mid-America Science 

Museum
Moonlight Mixes
Mountain Harbor Resort  

and Spa
Museum of Discovery
New York Life Insurance
Nooma Studios 
Nothing Bundt Cakes
Chris Olsen
Omaha Steaks 
Oxford American
Geronimo Oyenard

Painted Pig
Painting with a Twist
Party Tables
The Peabody Hotel – 

Memphis 
Peacock Travel
Phoenix Interiors
Lynne Phillips
Pineapple Bliss
Pink House Alchemy
Plantopia Home and Garden 
Pleasant Valley Golf Club
Powder & Smoke
Purple Cow
Red Beauty Lounge
Remedy Road
Riggs Benevolent Fund
Rock Town Distillery 
Rock Town River Outfitters
The Root Café
Rose Law Firm
Rush Bowls
Scott Family Amazeum
S-C Seasoning Company, Inc.
Sherwood Beverage
Mr. Jason Sidor &  

Dr.  Jamie Koonce Sidor
Sonny Williams Steakhouse
Steuri Family Endowment
Stoby’s Restaurant
Matt Stone
Straightright Boxing  

and Fitness
Tanarah Luxe Floral
TARCO, INC.
TheatreSquared
Three Fold Noodles  

& Dumpling Co.
Topgolf
Trader Joe’s – Little Rock
Trio’s Restaurant
Trove Brands
Turpentine Creek  

Wildlife Refuge
Tusk and Trotter
Two Friends Books
UA Little Rock Athletics
UCA Reynolds Performance 

Hall
Urban Air Little Rock
Van Brimer Family 

Foundation
Vanguard Charitable 

Endowment Program
W. W. & Anne Jones 

Charitable Trust
WER Architects/Planners
Wet Willie’s – Memphis
Katherine Williamson
Wordsworth Books
Yellow Rocket Concepts

S U P P O R T I N G  



ARKANSAS SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

Life Members
Sybil J. Hampton
George K. Mitchell, M.D.
Susie Morgan
Gus M. Vratsinas

Ellen Gray† 
R.T. Jackson†
Polly Winter Keller†
Lee Ronnel†
Stella Boyle Smith†
Mary Worthen†

Emeritus  
Board Members
Byron Eiseman
Robert B. Moore
Martin Thoma

Honorary  
Members
Mike Mayton
Shannon Heard

Executive Committee
Jan Hundley, Chair
Rick Adkins
Elizabeth Andreoli
Debi Barnes
Meredith Catlett
Dr. Denise Compton
Mary Frances Cotham
T. Martin Davis
Brigita Gardner
Christi Lemery
Susan Marsh
Dr. Phillip Peters
Bob Roberts
John Rowland
Erick Saoud
Dr. Jan Shorey
Ernie Skyrme
Richard P. Wheeler, M.D.

Directors
Teresita Angtuaco
Suzanne Babbie
Phyllis Barrier
Nick Brown
Lisa Brumley
Clif Christopher
Cindy Conger
Barry Coplin
Jane Cornish
Jay Cranford
Courtney Crouch
Dr. Joe W. Crow
Nancy Crow
Matt De Luca

Dr. John Hayes
Melissa Henshaw
Kim Hillis
Jim Hudson 
ex officio, Board of Advisors
Dr. Laura Hutchins
Philip Kaplan
Dr. Philip Kenney
Dr. Drew Kumpuris
Dr. Dean Kumpuris
Timothy MacDuff
Julie Marshall
Lynn Parker
Dr. Bert Price
Dale Ronnel 
John Rowland
Carlton Saffa 
Rev. Joanna Seibert, M.D.
Dr. Steve Shirm
Pete Simpson
Elizabeth Stinnett
Dr. Judyth Swingen
Jim Wallis
Chris White
Carolyn Witherspoon
Jeremiah Wood
Dan Young

Guilds
Tandy Cobb 
ASO Guild

Donna Toney
Hot Springs/Hot Springs Village  
Symphony Guild

Sue Ann Strait
Russellville Symphony Guild

Geoffrey Robson
Artistic Director

Jan Hundley
Chair of the Board
 

Christina Littlejohn
Chief Executive Officer

†Indicates the Life Member is deceased





ARKANSAS SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

Administration
Christina Littlejohn
Chief Executive Officer

Jennifer Ellis
Finance Director

Artistic
Geoffrey Robson
Artistic Director

Development  
& Marketing
David Renfro
Chief Development Officer

Brandon Dorris
Marketing Director

Elisha Johnson
Associate Director of  
Audience Engagement

Kari Schulz
Associate Director  
of Development

Lindsey Cosio
Events and Stewardship  
Director

Heather Honaker 
Development Associate

Kortnee Kalberer
Patron Services Manager  
and Executive Assistant

Sarah Dailey
Development Coordinator

Brian Wolverton
Patron Engagement Specialist

Education &  
Artistic Operations
Beth Robison
Director of Education and  
Community Engagement

Joanna Klett
Education Coordinator

Katherine Williamson
String Academy Director

Geronimo Oyenard
Orchestra Librarian and  
String Academy Faculty

Leanne Day-Simpson
Artistic Operations Manager 

Marc Nelson
Production Manager

Durham Hill
ASOYE Manager

Kelly Hicks
Photographer and Videographer

Board of Advisors
Jim Hudson, Chair
Karen Barnwell
Glenn Beasley
Peyton Bishop
Luana Bracy
Dr. Marico Bryant Howe
Dr. Gwendolyn  
Bryant-Smith

Caitlin Campbell 
Chuck Cliett 
Nancy Crow
Dr. Jennifer Dillaha
Jack East
Maryann East 
Doris Freshour
Ken Gould
Dr. James Graham 
Dr. Chuck Hiller

Cyril Hollingsworth
Ron Holmes
Lillian Jones
Dr. George Keck
Dr. Ouida Keck
Anne Marie Maddox 
George Makris III
Molly McNulty 
Dr. Jay Mehta
Dr. Paulette Mehta
Dr. Steve Metzer
Carl Moneyhon
Susan Petty-Moneyhon
Roberta Monson
Marita Nazarian
Dr. Sarkis Nazarian
Dr. Alvah Nelson
Fran Nelson
Darius Nelson 
Elizabeth Nyhus
Paul Nyhus
Ron Oberlag
Tricia Peacock
Harriet Phillips 
Lynne Phillips
Katherine Reynolds
John Robbins 
Sally Sedelow
Dr. Joanna Seibert
Dr. Robert Seibert
Gary Shires
Martha Smither
Vic Snyder 
Ann Squyres
Bryan Stanbridge 
Lauren Stanbridge 
Pat Torvestad
Judy Trice
Karron Wages 
Dr. Charlie Watkins
Terri Watkins
Camille Williams


